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     2011 began on January 1st with the 65th annual Fingerbowl Football game played at 
Flint Central High School’s Dort field. The weather wasn’t bad and we had lots of 
spectators this year. Granddaughter Alyssa  and  great-grandson Tommy (2) saw their 
first game!! The youngsters won this year 20-18 with 
nephew Cody Krause catching the winning touchdown 
pass! One of the original members of the ABC club that 
started the  tradition in 1947 was there, Jimmy Dollars.  
 
     The grandchildren are getting bigger and we were 
blessed with visits from them throughout the year. 

Anthony (20) came to the Fingerbowl in January. Jimmy (11) and Nathan (6) from 
Colorado visited us in June.  Kelsey (17) visited us from Massachusetts for a couple of 

weeks in August along with her friend Nicky. Our 
Flint area grandkids are Matthew(8), Alex(6), 
Avery(1), Kaiya(9), and Konrad(5). Sarah (20) also 
lives in Colorado. Our current count stands at 11 
grandchildren and 1 great-grandchild!! 

 
     Our ATR Computers business continues to keep us 

busy and now all three children work with us shipping laptops 
all over the world. We added onto our barn twice during the 
year to handle the operations. 
 
     We spent some time during the year at our place in 
Pompano Beach, Florida. Our mission when there is rest and 
relaxation. Denise always enjoys visiting friends Peggy and 
Dawn on girl’s night!!  Friends Steven and Cheryl, force us to 

go shopping and to the horse races!! 
 
     On a sad note, Uncle Don Bourdeau (93), passed away in July. He was the last of 
Mother’s siblings and will be missed. He was Father to our great group of seven Bourdeau 
cousins who have been fun to grow up and enjoy life with!! Fred acquired a couple of special 

items to remember Uncle Don – a horse buggy circa 1880 (great-grandfather Davis’) and 
a 1949 Ford farm tractor (grandfather Pop’s)!! Lots of nostalgia there!! 
 
     In January, Denise and sister-in-laws and some friends went to Cancun. They had a 
great time away from the Michigan winter!!  In May, she visited her old friend Cheryl in 
Pittsburgh. She also made a couple of trips during the year to visit her Mother in 
Pennsylvania. 

 
     Fred played a lot of baseball and softball during the year. He played softball in 
Clarkston and baseball in Detroit during the regular summer leagues. His Detroit 55+ 
baseball team won the regular season championship. Tournaments this year took him to 
Ft. Myers in January and November, Tucson in February, Las Vegas in March and 
May, Utah and Phoenix in October. In Phoenix, at the Men’s Sr. Baseball World Series, 
they made it to the finals, losing the championship game to a team from Chicago.  
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         In August, Fred, Denise and Jim got their pictures taken with the 
Stanley Cup!!  How cool was that!! 

 
 In September Fred and brothers 
Paul and Scott, made their annual 
birthday trip to Las Vegas. This 
year they took Uncle Frank Krause 
who turned 80!!  Uncle Frank 
turned out to be a pretty good beer 
pong player!! Sons Jim and Kris 
and Nephew Andy also made the trip. Fred also made another trip to Las 

Vegas in March to participate in a horse race handicapping contest. 
 

     In October we had the annual Jack-O-Planters Halloween party 
which was attended by 90 friends and family members. There were 
some real big pumpkins grown this year!! Brother Paul won the 
contest with a 395 pounder!! Daughter Melissa was second with a 350 
pounder!!  Cody Krause won the pumpkin pie eating contest, Valerie 
McKinley won the apple pie baking event, and Andy Krause won the 
pumpkin carving contest. 
 
     Fred got his first social security check in November!! You got to 
love this country!!! He still golf’s in his old work golf league, the 
EGL, and bowls with family and friends during the winter. Fred 
bowled a 299 game earlier this year!! Sad note, they are closing the Nightingale Bowling alley where he has 
bowled since 9th grade!! 
 
     Our dog Lexie is one now and has a playmate in Jim’s dog Aries!! 

 
     Well that summarizes another year’s activities, 
hope this letter finds you and yours happy and in good 
health!!  Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!! 
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